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• About Pearson and the International GCSE 
• How questions give cues to students 
• Mark schemes 
• Types of question 
• Setting questions 
• Marking exercises 
• Support and training materials

Session agenda
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To arrive at a shared understanding of the:

• assessment objectives for the qualification
• question types for the qualification
• mark schemes for the qualification.

To practise setting questions and using mark schemes 
with exemplar student work.

Aims and Objectives
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About Pearson Edexcel
• As the UK’s largest awarding 

organisation, we are best placed to 
provide qualifications that are most 
closely aligned to the British 
educational system. 

• We are the most reliable awarding 
organisation in the UK, recognised 
and trusted by educators, learners 
and employers to provide high 
quality qualifications.

• By helping you to realise student 
potential, you can prepare and 
empower all your students to 
progress to further education, 
university and employment.

• Our technology capability allows
us to provide you with more 
advanced support services,
tools and resources to make
life easier for school leaders, 
teachers and students.

• Pearson Edexcel are leading the 
way, challenging thinking and 
creating new ideas so you can 
be confident our qualifications 
will always be world-class
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Awarding

• The grading system is changing, but our commitment to awarding grades that 
accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve each 
grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits

• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment, e.g. 2 grades where the current C 
grade is.

• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9. 

• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A Level.

• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows for clear 
comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading. 

Understanding GCSE (9 - 1) Setting grade boundaries

9–1 Grading Scale
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https://youtu.be/b5RVOydPszQ
https://youtu.be/JGIbFFt5bv8


What are the assessment objectives?

Paper 1 Paper 2

Worth 50% of the total mark.

Marked out of 100

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and     
understanding 20–23%

AO2 Apply knowledge, understanding and 
skills to produce ICT based solutions14–16%

AO3 Analyse, evaluate, make reasoned 
judgements and present
Conclusions 13–14%

Worth 50% of the total mark.

Marked out of 100

AO1 5–6%

AO2 34–36%

AO3 10–11%
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Command words
• Give/State/Name Recall one or more pieces of information.
• Identify Choose key details from information given  in the 

question.
• Complete Add values to a table or diagram.
• Describe Give an account of something, or link facts, 

information, events or processes in a logical order.
• Explain                  Say how or why something happens; 

‘because’ may be an important part of the answer.
• Discuss Pick out the situation or argument in the question, 

explore all aspects of it, investigate it and come to a 
conclusion.

How do students know what is 
being assessed?
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Text cues
• State two types of... 

Bold used to show how many responses are needed.
• State two other types of... 

Bold used to show how many responses are needed and that 
the example given in the question should not be used as an answer.

• Describe one risk to John... 
Bold used to show how many responses are needed and that the 
response must be in the context of what John is doing in the 
question.

• Discuss the factors that John should consider before doing X and 
doing Y. The underlined words would not be underlined in the 
question. They indicate what the answer should include.

How do students know what is 
being assessed?

8



Paper 1 is marked via ePen, using four types of marker:

• computer

• clerical

• graduate

• expert.

Paper 2 is marked from the candidate’s printouts and is always marked 
by expert markers.

How is the exam paper marked?
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Mark schemes contain:
• general marking guidance
• the correct answers
• allocation of marks to marking points
• additional guidance.

What are mark schemes?
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• Multiple choice, where candidates select one of 
four answers.

• Points-based, where individual marking points 
are worth independent marks.

• Levels-based, extended writing, where markers 
allocate marks based on a holistic approach.

What are the different types of 
mark schemes?
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Candidates select one of four answers.

Multiple choice questions
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Points-based
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Points-based
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Points-based
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Points-based

16



Discuss the impact of VLEs on learners.     (8)
Levels-based
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Simon wants a list of holidays that:

• are liveaboard
• are 7 days duration
• use Blue Water dive boats.

The list must:

• show only the fields Holiday ID, Area and Country in this order 
• be sorted in descending order of Holiday ID.

Create a query on the DESTINATIONS table to produce this list.
(5)

Points-based practical
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Points-based practical
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Points-based practical
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Assessment – covering the grades
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Assessment – covering the grades
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Ramping a question (1)

Three variations of a question on the same topic.

1. Give two features of a strong password. (2)

2. Explain why P$st4-8x is a strong password. (2)

3. Describe one characteristic of a strong password. (2) 
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Three variations of a question on the same topic.

1. Explain why optical disks are not suitable for primary storage.       (3)

2. Explain what is meant by primary storage.   (3)

3. Explain the difference between primary storage and 
secondary storage. (3)

Ramping a question (2)
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Setting a multiple choice question

Distractors:

One wrong but not ridiculous.
Two plausible but not correct.
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Which one of these is true?
A SIM card is necessary to connect a smartphone to a:

A mobile network
B 
C 
D 

Setting distractors
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A marking exercise
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A marking exercise
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A marking exercise
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The amount of information available online is growing on a 
daily basis.

Discuss the positive and negative impacts of the increased 
availability of information online. (8)

Marking extended writing
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Positives
• Can find answers to a wide range of questions.
• Wide variety of sources – anyone can publish / can add to content published by others. Content can be 

published by individuals / organisations from around the world.
• May avoid censorship / biased reporting. 
• Immediacy of information.
• Information is constantly updated.
• Allows collaboration / discussions with others.
• Tools can be used within online workspaces to help create ideas, model solutions and solve problems.
• The relative importance of information can be decided by the person publishing the information – not by 

formal editors who may have bias etc.
• Accessible to all who have ICT facilities.

Negatives
• Availability of newspapers / magazine from around the world.
• The amount of information is so vast that it can be overwhelming / difficult to extract key information.
• Users have to spend a time to determine what is relevant / accurate / valid / appropriate / biased / 

creditable.
• Those without ICT are unable to add to or benefit from the availability of the information – a contribution 

to the digital divide.
• The information may be blocked / censored / amended in certain countries. False information may gain 

unwarranted credence.
• Difficulty in processing / extracting key aspects of content.
• Increased collection of personal data leads to extra needs for vigilance.
• Availability of (age) inappropriate or upsetting material.

Indicative content
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We offer a range of free and 
paid for resources for 
International GCSE in ICT. 
They have been designed to 
support teachers to improve 
learner outcomes.

Resources
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Support overview for 
International GCSE in ICT

Getting Started 
Guide & Scheme of 

Work
Getting Ready to 

Teach Events
Subject 

interpretation of 
transferable skills

Subject Advisor ResultsPlus Regional Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched Publishing

Exemplar Marked 
Responses

Lesson Plans

Lesson Plans
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ResultsPlus is the free online results analysis tool for teachers - it provides analysis features 
that other similar solutions don’t.

• Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Edexcel exams. 
• Helps identify topics where the student can benefit from further learning and allows this 

knowledge to inform teaching strategies and approaches.  
• Provides a comparison of student performance at regional level.
• Allows you to view your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in your 

country. You can also find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.
• Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to produce an analysis.  
• ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and performance 

breakdown, wherever they are. 
• Sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy steps here.
• Access additional video guides here:
• ResultsPlus - Individual Student Analysis

ResultsPlus - Cohort Analysis
ResultsPlus - Mock Analysis
ResultsPlus - Global Analysis
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/resultsplus-direct.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus/register-free.html
http://enews.pearson.com/rsps/m/BmK0NbkRzDt9-XnPnFTiqYUV228-z2YBcQOrkFXPDFk
http://enews.pearson.com/rsps/m/BmK0NbkRzDt9-XnPnFTiqRp11ELE5u8QxEDNyIfoZas
http://enews.pearson.com/rsps/m/BmK0NbkRzDt9-XnPnFTiqfZ25SFOYVXp9Q1nFSlgtmY
http://enews.pearson.com/rsps/m/BmK0NbkRzDt9-XnPnFTiqYnT_D_l2RLCgEzZa-Hq7hk


• A free tool for teachers which helps you make quick homework 
assignments, topic tests and mock exams.  

• Questions tagged against unit, topic and assessment objective 
or simply choose a whole past paper. 

• Use existing mark schemes for accurate marking. 
• Use examiner report for insight. 
• Most recent exam content available sooner. 
• Use the results to understand where students need more 

support, informing teaching strategies. 
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Subject Advisor details:

Your subject advisor is Tim Brady
Phone: +44 (0)333 016 4160
Twitter: @pearsonICT
Email: teachingICT@pearson.com

Sign up for monthly newsletters from Pearson to stay on top of 
qualification updates, training, course materials and industry news. 
keep-updated-on-pearson-edexcel-qualifications.html

Your dedicated Subject Advisor
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mailto:teachingICT@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/keep-updated-on-pearson-edexcel-qualifications.html


1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for all UK and 
international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which is available for 
download with other documents.

2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates sitting Pearson 
Edexcel examinations.

3.Progress to University

Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress to universities 
worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.

4. Access to scripts

Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to scripts portal. 

Other useful links
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http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms! 

We value your feedback!
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